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HAYS/LODGEPOLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

January 19, 2009

LETTER OF SUPPORT
SB 196

STATE HOLIDAY FOR AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION

Dear Commiittee,

I am writing to you in support of SB 196 for the establishment of a State Holiday
for American Heritage Celebration proposed by the Hays/Lodge Pole School students
and sponsored by Senator Jonathan Windy Boy.

Native Americans have played a significant role in the history and development of
the State of Montana from our territorial days to the present. SB 196 recognizes this role
and the important contributions made by Native Americans in our great state by seeking
to establish a State Holiday recognizing Montana’s Native Americans.

As a 4™ generation Montanan, I urge you to pass SB 196.

Respectfully,

%%Z// 27 Lo 9\

Dr. Robert McLean, Jr.

"’Home of the Thunderbirds’’

BLAINE COUNTY
School District No. 50

P.O. Box 110/HWY 66 » Hays, Montana 59527 e (406) 673-3120 » FAX# (406) 673-3415
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January 15, 2009

Nanty Stiffarm, Title Vil/indian Studies Director
Harlem Schools |

Box 339

Harlem, Mt 59526

To Who'm it May Concern:

lam writmg this letter in support of Hays/Lodgepole studerit led bill to recognize Native American Day
(the last Friday of September) as a state recognized holiday: It would give the day off and be'an
opportunity for the state and its people to honor and recognize the Native People of our state:

I have worked in Harlem:Schools for nearly 30 years, and feel that most hohdays do not have a specific
meamng to our young people, that it is just another day off. With our state’s great history, and the
':mpact that Native peoples had in this; it is appropriate and tlmely to specnfv adayto honor theur |mpact
and infiuence.

' Our state was one of the first to implement Indian Ed for All into ¢ our schools We contmue to have a
number of State tribal members elected to the House and Senate and this year to have our fifst state
official - Denise Juneau was elected to the office of Public Instruttton

| applaud the students in their development and work in the presentattons of this bill. It is important to -
have our young pecple aware of, and to be involved in the process. It is also-a very important i issue, and " -
encourage your support If you have any questions, please call 353-2921

Nancy Stfffarm

Title VIl/Indian

- We are Here to Provide a Learning Environment That Encourages Excellerice.




Terry Brockie

"0°65%niiih (Gros Ventre) Language Teacher
Hays/Lodge Pole Public School Dist. #50
P.O. Box 110

Hays, Mt. 59527

January 16, 2009

State of Montana, State Legislature
Helena, Mt. 59601

To whom it may concern:

I am writing to ask you to support Bill Draft #L.C1262, Bill Type# SB196, which will create a state
holiday for American Indian Heritage Celebration. This bill is a Hays/LodgePole H.S. student led
effort on behalf of Native Americans and Montanans who inhabit this great state. The purpose of
this bill is to celebrate the great heritage that the First People of Montana have contributed to
history of this great state.

First, this is a bill that is being led by our youth and | applaud them for their initiative. Our children
of the seven reservations and urban communities of Montana are the future of our existence as
Native People. Our culture teaches us to cherish our children, they are a gift of life from the
Creator and we hold them in this sacred manner. | am writing this letter of support to create a day
in which our children will be acknowledged for their initiative. Our culture traditionally is oral and
our word is sacred. But, today the written word is also powerful. | can think of no better way to
show our children the power of the word than passage of this bill. It will show our children that we
can make a difference. Many of us live in a world of poverty and all the ills that come with it. Our
children see things such as alcoholism and suicide. Many live in broken homes moving from
house to house, never truly having a place to call ‘home’. This sometimes creates a feeling of
hopelessness and low self-esteem. With the passage of this bill, it will hopefully create pride
amongst all of our people. This bill will reaffirm our understanding that we have existed for
thousands of years and will continue to do so with pride in our unique cultural heritage.

Secondly, our state is vast; we can look to mountains, valleys, rivers, towns and find contributions
of place names that our tribes have given to this great state. Many people come to our state for
the beauty and our unique history of the west. People travel across the oceans to enjoy our

dancing and singing at our annual celebrations each summer. The Tribes of Montana have not




only contributed to the beauty and history, but worked hard to maintain our unique culture for all
to share.

I think that this is an important bill. We have taken the lead in Indian Education across the United
States, let us be first to the take the lead in the acknowledgement of the First People of this great
country.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Terry Brockie




Kenneth (Tuffy} Helgeson

Nakdda (Assiniboine) Language Teacher
P.O. Box 110

Hays, Mt 59527

January 16, 2009

State of Montana, State Legislator

Helena, Mt 59601

This is a letter to request your support of Bill Draft # Ic1262, Bill Type #SB 196, in reference to a Native
American Holiday. This Bill was championed by our students in Hays Lodge Pole H.S. on behalf of
themselves and their kind. This bill was drafted to insure that the great diversity of the State of Montana
might have a better knowledge of the Native American plight.

As one might think in a State with so many Native American Reservations we would have had a holiday
in place long ago. How ever that is not the case. Of all the endeavors that our children could have done,
our students chose this particular Bill to pursue. That alone tells me that we are starting to witness great
days coming to us, as a time of peace and understanding between Native Americans and the United
States with the youth leading the way, a very strong message is sent. The attentiveness to the necessary
foundation of our democracy , that will instill equality among people for future generations. Something
as simple as a Bill being ratified is what makes this country a wonderful place to live. This our students
realize.

Let me be a witness that our children know their history, the present conditions of their people, and are
proud of it all. They would like the world to know about all Native Americans. Which is a bigger step
than generations, before would have ever taken. | am very proud of our students and would ask you to
consider greatly the things which are put before you. As we will live together regardless the out come of
your vote. Let us all help our children be proud of what they are and at the same time, not to be
arrogant about the fact of past history as we need to move forward let us do so in happiness.

Thank you for your time and support,

ZnE j&‘g//& e~

Ker(neth (Tuffy) Helgeson
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Fort Belknap Indian Community

R.R. 1, Box 66
Fort Belknap Agency
Harlem, Montana 59526

PH: (406) 353-2205 Fort Botknap indian Community
FAX: Council - (406) 353-4541 Fort Baknsp il Community
FAX: Depariments - (406) 353-2797 e eprasent me Rssmissios and the Gros vertrs

Tribes of the Fort Belkasp indian Reservation)

January 16, 2009

Hon. Jonathan Windy Boy, Senator
Montana Senate

PO Box 200500

Helena, MT 59620-0500

RE: SB 196 State Holiday for American Indian Heritage Celebration
Dear Senator Windy Boy:

It is with great pleasure that the Fort Belknap Indian Community endorses proposed SB 196.
As you are aware, Native Americans are an integral part of Montana History, even prior to statehood.

Such a state holiday would not only honor Native Americans, but allow all Montana citizens the
opportunity to reflect on the role Native Americans play in the formation and continuation of the great
State of Montana, All Montana citizens would be able to take part in any celebrations and recognition of
Native American heritage.

Thank you for sponsoring this Bill. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide further
information.




